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Cause & Effect

By Pam Morris, Early Learning Center director

“Cause and effect, chain of events, all of the chaos makes perfect sense. When
you’re spinning round, things come undone. Welcome to Earth, third rock from
the sun.”~ Third Rock From the Sun, Joe Diffie

For those of you who are country fans, you might recognize these lyrics. Joe
Diffie released this song in 1994. And if you listen to the whole song, it tells a
story of how one small, seemingly insignificant event, caused a mess of chaos
through a small community.

All written down, you see the connections and can say, “if only.” If only he didn’t
do... then this wouldn’t have happened. If only she had... this would have
happened. But we aren’t given the gift of hindsight or better yet, we aren’t given
the gift of being able to go back and change something because of the 20/20
hindsight.

Now | know that this is just a country song. But | do take my inspiration for
making positive changes wherever | can. Cause and effect; every little thing | do
(& you, for that matter) makes a difference. Maybe it is a positive one (I can only
hope) and maybe it isn’t. How can | know if that little decision | made created
positive ripples throughout the world?

Here is some tough info: you don'’t, you can’t, you just have to trust. However,
you can see the differences your choice made in your neck of the woods. You
need to trust that the positive energy you put out in the world will lead others to
do the same. And last night | saw this put into action at our Yom HaShoah
evening.
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There were so many pieces to point to that made a lasting impression: hearing
from one of our last treasures, a woman who survived the Holocaust, listening to
musical pieces by a composer who perished in Theresienstadt. Theresienstadt
was a concentration camp that was known for imprisoning artistic individuals so it
could be used as a “showpiece” whenever the Nazis needed to illustrate to the
international community what “wonderful” (and that is said in a VERY sarcastic
tone) conditions they provided. More on that another time. But the pieces that
gave me pride, gave me hope, gave me strength was the two individuals from
BBYO.

BBYO, B'nai B'rith Youth Organization “is the leading pluralistic Jewish teen
movement aspiring to involve more Jewish teens in more meaningful Jewish
experiences.” (https://bbyo.org) We are proud to have a chapter that meets
weekly at the EVJCC. They plan fun events, often utilizing the entire building (|
have, on more than one occasion, been working in my office while they are
using the whole building!)

BBYO is one of many teen organizations that seek to connect Jewish youth - to
the community, to Judaism, to mitzvot, to each other. CTeen and USY are two
other groups that we have in Chandler and all have that one overarching
purpose: connection.

What message do | take away from what we put out into the ether last night? A
message of hope. A message of resiliency. A message of strength. A message of
determination. This evening that engaged so many, well we each have our circles
of influence. So if each of us takes this positivity out into our world, well then
what a wonderful world, it will be.

Shabbat Shalom.
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